The Pitsfordian

Examination Extravaganza!

A Level Results

A Level pupils celebrated another year of success with 100% pass rate for the third year running.

66.7% of results were ‘A’ Grade and 83.4% achieved Grades ‘A/B’, with 6 pupils achieving all ‘A’ Grades.

Robert Armitage, Vivian Wei and Fiona Zhang gained a fantastic 4 ‘A’ Grades and Dominic Goold,
Srikanth Murali-Krishnan and Alex Edwards were awarded 3 ‘A’ Grades at A Level and an ‘A’ grade at AS
level. Robert Armitage, Srikanth Murali-Krishnan and Dominic Goold will now progress to study Medicine
at their first choice universities.

Fiona Zhang logged in from Beijing at 6am to realise her success of 4 ‘A’ Grades and will continue her
education at Oxford University to study Philosophy, Politics and Economics.

GCSE Results
GCSE pupils at Northamptonshire Grammar School had another fantastic year, with 100% pass rate.

All pupils achieved at least 5 A-C Grades, with 35% of examinations taken being awarded A and A*
Grades. Immediately after completing the GCSE examinations several pupils also completed the Duke of
Edinburgh Gold Award Expedition.

Congratulations to all of our pupils who truly deserve the fantastic results which were achieved!

Left: (from I-r) A Level pupils Srikanth Murali-
Krishnan, Robert Armitage and Dominic Goold
celebrate, Above: Fiona Zhang in Beijing, Right:
Sarah Ward receives her GCSE results

The Headmaster was quoted in the local press saying ‘Pupils and teachers have worked so hard and it is
fantastic to see the efforts rewarded. At Northamptonshire Grammar School, our efforts are not solely
focussed on results so it is refreshing to know we can prepare our pupils for their future everyday lives and
achieve great results year on year.’




Sixth Formers Ball

Sixth form pupils celebrated the end of term with
the annual Summer Ball. This year the theme
was based on the 20’s. The marquee looked
amazing as pupils were transported through time
, back to the so-called ‘Flapper’ period. There
was a real ‘gangster’ feel to the marquee, with
black and white décor and even bullet holes in
the bar and water pistols on each table!

The Sixth Formers had a fantastic evening and
after enjoying a three

course meal, they had a

bouncy castle and a disco

for entertainment!

Marrows, anyone?

Gardening is just one of the extra
curricular activities which pupils take part
in throughout the year - and they have
turned out to be really rather good at it!
With the help and guidance of
Mrs Drakeford, the pupils in Year 9 have
grown a bumper crop of marrows, beet-
root and potatoes!

Left, Year 9 pupils Daniel Hipwell,

Jack Bonnell,

Jon Mundy,

Joe Chiverton & Cameron Twynham
show off their produce!

New Hardware Brings ICT Suite up
to date

The ICT suite has been updated with
new hardware, including 19" wide -
screen monitors. The new hardware is
more efficient and much faster now with
2.4GHz, and both the Juniors and
Seniors will enjoy their time learning on
them. The upgrade has made the whole
room much more ergonomic, light and
comfortable. New chairs and the new
monitors which sit at a better eye level
for the pupils add to their comfort.
Teaching staff will also benefit as they
can now see each pupil over the
monitors aiding communication.

Debating Matters

Northamptonshire Grammar School are once
again in the Debating Matters competition.
The qualifying round is on 5 October and we
will be up against Wellingborough School,
Northampton High School and Kimbolton.
Debating coach Chris Stanley said:

‘The standard is bound to be high but we
have the team to equal or even surpass last
year’'s success.’

NGS also have a strong team in the
prestigious ESU Mace Debating competition
later this term!




Duke of Edinburgh Pupils Take the Gold

Some of our pupils didn't treat themselves to a summer of rest and relaxation after completing
their examinations, but instead completed the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award expedition in
Snowdonia.

Split into two teams, each team made their way round a circular route, heading in opposite
directions to each other.

Two “long” weekends in Snowdonia - totalling nine days away - were required, for a training
expedition and an assessed expedition.

The assessed expedition consisted of a self sufficient and unaccompanied (although met at
various checkpoints in the route) 4-day walk through almost 50 miles of wild country. Food and
camping equipment had to be carried throughout the 4 days - typically a rucksack weighs 15
kilos, or 33Ibs. The teams had to battle against the elements, getting a good mix of typical Welsh
weather

The pupils are to be congratulated for their determination in succeeding in this amazing
achievement.

The pupils were:

Sophie Lockhart, Amy Tibbits, and Abi Hipwell from year 11; Nick Peters, Michael Fenton,
William Lawson, Rock Zhao, Catherine Ross, Emily Beaulieu, and Ben Stevens from year 12;
and Charles Lockhart from year 13.

The programme this year has been supervised by Mr Leach and Mr Dean, and involved other
“mountain professionals” and Duke of Edinburgh scheme assessors based in Wales.




Pitsford Pirates Rule the Waves

Midsummer Meadows hosted the 6™
Northampton Dragonboat race on Sunday
13" July. 36 teams took part in the event, all
raising money for various charities.
Northamptonshire Grammar School’s team,
‘Pitsford Pirates’ was made up of Sixth Form
pupils who had agreed to give up their
Sunday to raise money for the Warwickshire
& Northamptonshire Air Ambulance and the
Cynthia Spencer Hospice.

The Sixth Form pupils were fantastic and in
second place by the end of the heats,
despite a collision with their competition -
their fast times gave them a place in one of
the two semi final races. The final race was
made up of the winning team from each race
+ the fastest loser. ‘Pitsford Pirates’ therefore
just missed out on a medal chance coming
4™ overall, with just one second between 1%
and 4" place. Everyone who came and
supported our team had a fantastic day out.
Congratulations to our team who really did
do well!

Above: the team were
unable to avoid a
collision - with thanks to
Amrit Sidhu-Brar, Yr 10
for capturing the moment
and Right: Pitsford
Pirates

Dates for the Diary...

September
Mon 21
Tue 22
Thur 24

Fri 25

Sun 27

Mon 28

Tue 29
Wed 30

October
Thur 1
Fri 2

Mon 5

Tue 6

Cross Country League U13-U17 NSB(a)
U14/15 Netball v Duston (a)

U12/13 Netball v TBeckett 3.30pm (a)
U6 Geography trip departs

U6 Geography trip returns

NGS Showjumping event, Milton Keynes
Cross Country League U13-U17 NGS(h)
U14/15 Netball v NSG 3.30pm (a)
Senior Netball v Guilsborough 3.30pm(a)

Squirrels, J1&J2 Grandparents afternoon

U13 Rugby v Moulton 3.30pm (a)
Jeans for Genes Day

Juniors Portrait Photographs

Cross Country League U13-U17 TB (a)
Vaccinations for Yrs 8,10,11,L6 & U6
U14/15 Netball v Quinton 2.15pm (a)
U15 Rugby v Moulton 3.30pm (a)

Sports Roundup....
U18 Netball

Northamptonshire Grammar School played in
the district schools tournament, achieving 2nd
place to Northampton High School and
qualifying for the County Finals in October.
NGS wish the team every success!

Bupa Junior Great North Run

Congratulations to Fraser Dalby who com-
peted in this year's Bupa Junior Great North
Run in the 9-11 age category. Frazer com-
pleted the 3 mile course and achieved a fan-
tastic and well deserved 6th place out of 1057
competitors!
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