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Inspection Report highlights excellent teaching and  pastoral care at NGS  

Northamptonshire Grammar School is a friendly school where pupils are encouraged to think and 
learn for themselves, according to independent school inspectors.  

Following our inspection in the snowy depths of winter earlier this year, we have just received our 
report from the ISI (Independent Schools Inspectorate). 

The Inspection report, which is available from the ISI website or the School itself, highlights the 
“outstanding quality of pastoral care throughout the School” as well as the quality of teaching and 
learning which was graded as good to outstanding throughout the School. “The best teaching is 
characterised by regular feedback given to pupils during lessons, enabling them to make good, 
sometimes rapid progress. Pupils express their enjoyment of the teaching they receive in           
interviews and in their general demeanour in lessons”.  

“The support and guidance provided to all pupils is excellent and continues to be strength of the 
School. Many pupils say that they view the school as ‘a big family’ ”. 

Mr.Toone said, “Although we felt that we were doing a good job, it is very gratifying to have an    
independent confirmation of our strengths. It was a stressful week when the eight Inspectors came 
to visit, further compounded by the snow and blizzard conditions that closed many schools in 
Northamptonshire that week. Credit must go to a very committed staff that enthuse and motivate 
our pupils all year round. This report justifies our belief that a small school provides an excellent 
learning environment and enables children to embrace available opportunities with confidence.” 

LEAVERS SERVICE AND DINNER 
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NGS in Eastern England Debating Finals  

The NGS team of Matthew Gundel, Charles Lockhart, Srikanth Murali-Krishnan and Robin Watkins 
won through to the finals earlier in the year by beating a strong Wellingborough team.  

The debate on 27 April in Cambridge provided a fine opportunity to debate leading issues of our time 
with panels of judges selected from the highest levels of science, journalism, business, literacy and 
numeracy life.   

The team did not reach the national finals, but debating coach Chris Stanley said “We did well to reach 
the Eastern finals in our first year of the competition, and with the array of talent speakers  coming up 
from our lower Sixth we could do even better next year!” 

Geography Fieldwork 

AS level geographers spent the last week of the Easter 
break in Snowdonia doing fieldwork as part of their 
course. Anticipating an horrendous weather forecast, 
most days stayed fine and the students achieved     
everything that they set out to do. The itinerary was a 
mix of human and physical geography focusing on   
rural land use patterns, the socio-economic impact of 
population change as well as river and glacial studies. 
In fairly typical fashion, the students played hard but 
worked hard as well into the evening. Even though 
most lessons ended beyond 10pm, they still thought 
their earlier experience of GCSE fieldwork was a lot 
harder. I guess shear enthusiasm and interest in the 
work overshadowed any tiredness. 

MJL 

Lower Sixth geographers in Cwm Idwal, 
Snowdonia getting first hand experience 

of glacially smoothed rocks. 

Year 9 had a fun-filled day out at the    
seaside on 6th May with the added bonus 
of learning about the varied geography of 
the north Norfolk coastline. Historically, 
this trip has been beset with horrendous 
weather, even thunderstorms on one    
occasion, but the elements were kinder 
this year and Hunstanton was dry, albeit 
very grey. The focus of the  geography 
was on the development of UK tourism 
and of a traditional seaside resort in     
particular, and a study of coastal         
processes - particularly erosion on one of 
Britain's most vulnerable stretches of 
coastline. The  possibility of reinstating 
salt marsh - part of the policy of coastal 
realignment - was considered by the    
pupils who are now fully equated with 
some of the major environmental issues     
affecting us and the wider world as we 
move further into the 21st century.  

 The trek across to Norfolk results in a 
fairly long day for the pupils, but they 
proved themselves to be good company 
on the day - once, of course, they had 
their fill of freshly made doughnuts in  
Hunstanton! 

MJL 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award  

Both Bronze and Gold groups have been 
busily preparing for their expeditions 
which will take place during weekends in 
this term. Routes have been planned with 
mapping software, and route cards     
prepared. Each group will go away twice; 
for a training weekend, and an assessed 
expedition. 

During the Easter holiday, the Gold 
award group went on a physically        
demanding training walk in “Wild Country” 
in preparation for their gruelling 50 mile, 
four day trek in Snowdonia, which takes 
place at the end of the summer term. 

The rain forecast for the weekend held off resulting in a warm Sunday afternoon's show jumping. 
We were not able to field a team in this event due to unavailability of some of our riders and a 
rather obscure set of class eligibility rules that meant that not all our three riders could ride in the 
same class. Despite that, all three girls rode well on quite a tight course that favoured the fast    
turning ponies rather than our hunters. Helen Briggs (pictured below) rode first in class 2 and   
managed clear rounds in both round 1 and round 2. Into the timed jump-off and it was clear that in 
order to be in the places, an all or nothing approach would be needed. A brave effort, but 4 faults at 
fence two denied her a chance of a top finish. 
 
It was a similar story for Emily Harris and Elise Spiers in class 3, the tight course and slippy       
conditions making for some slow times. Emily and Elise both cleared round 1 with Elise also    
clearing round two for progression to the timed jump-off. As with Helen, four faults put paid to her 
chances. We may not have won the show jumping but had there been a prize for the team with the 
biggest horses we would have won "hands" down! 

NRT 

Inter-Schools Show Jumping event at Princethorpe Co llege 

Y11 Fundraising 

This term, the Year 11 pupils have 
raised £538 for the Rainbows       
Hospice in Loughborough. 

Keith Ball from Rainbows visited the 
school and gave an assembly about 
what the hospice does and where the 
money will be going. 

Keep up the good work! 

JML 

This year 14 pupils are attempting Gold, whilst  21 are doing Bronze.  Pictured above are some 
members of the bronze group in December on The Roaches in Staffordshire. 
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Trip to Phantom of the Opera 

On Friday 1st May Year 9, together with GCSE musicians in Years 10 and 11, travelled to London for 
a performance of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera at Her Majesty’s Theatre. Arriving a 
little early due to better than expected traffic conditions, we took a short stroll to Trafalgar Square, 
where the lions provided a challenge to the more agile members of the party. Afterwards it was a 
short walk to Her Majesty’s Theatre in Haymarket. 

Phantom of the Opera is arguably Lloyd Webber’s finest musical. Year 9 have been studying The 
Musical as part of the curriculum and it also features in the GCSE syllabus. The idea of attending a 
London performance on a Friday evening was to not only see the show live, but also to allow pupils 
to experience the atmosphere of the buzz of an evening performance. Preparations included      
dressing appropriately for an evening “in town” and this was taken extremely seriously. After the 
show comments like “the best musical I have ever seen” were heard and everyone was amazed by 
the quality and power of the music and acting. My thanks to Mrs. McQuilkin and Mrs. Garcia-
Claramonte for help with supervision. 

AJM 

Spring Concert 

This year's Spring Concert on Thursday 7th May actually took place in passably spring-like weather! 
Solo items included performances from Year 10 to Lower 6th (just before their departure for study 
leave).  

Nicholas Smith's performance on oboe of Elgar's "Soliloquy" was memorable, as was Alexandra 
McArdle's "In the sun" on voice and guitar. Rosie Dean's and Sophie Lockhart's duet "The song that 
goes like this" was over-sung and over-acted, but that was exactly the intention as it came from the 
musical "Spamalot". 

 Kevin Li's rendering of the Chinese piece "Fishing boat in the sunset" enthralled the audience with 
his virtuoso violin display. Members of the Wind Ensemble performed two pieces and the A Cappella 
Choir completed the programme with two English madrigals and rounded up the evening with "New 
York, New York". 

AJM 

New Cricket pitch laid at School 

Over the Easter holidays a team led by Saints 
Head groundsman, David “Piggy” Powell (ex 
Saints, England and British Lions) carried out 
groundwork to create a new cricket pitch,     
athletics area and running track at the School. 

Utilising the latest technology, including a laser-
guided ‘lazy dozer’ the work was carried out in 
a timely fashion, with the grass already taking 
well by the start of term. 

We look forward to using the ground in the 
years to come! 
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Rounders Results 

 

U12 Friendly v Northampton School for Girls 

Drew 13½ - 13½   

Player of the Match:  Emily Petherick 

 

U13 v Northampton School for Girls 

Lost 21– 17½  

Player of the Match: Dempsey Ainsworth 

 

U14 v Quinton House 

Won 15½ - 8½ 

Player of the Match: Emily Whitaker 

 

U15 v Northampton School for Girls 

Won 16½  - 15 ½ 

Player of the Match: Frankie Bell 

 

 

LAC 

Cricket Results 

U13 v Quinton House 

Quinton House 67-9 

Declan Slinn 4-2-3-5 (5 wkts for 3 runs) 

Jack Keeping 3-0-8-1 

NGS 48-10 

Aidan Lawrence 8* 

Jack Keeping 8 

Quinton House won by 19 runs 

Man of the Match: Declan Slinn  

 

U14 v Quinton House 

NGS 98-6 

Dan Clarke 25* 

Ryan Conyard 25* 

Jo Davison 10 

Jacob Marlow 9 

Quinton House 99-2 

Charlie Bingham 2-0-9-1 

Ryan Conyard 4-0-19-1 

Quinton House won by 8 Wkts 

Man of the Match: Ryan Conyard 

 

JS 

British Motocross 

Henry Gilbert (Y8) is currently in 3rd place in 
the U16 British Motocross championships. 

Henry is the youngest competitor in the event, 
and has completed in a series of races across 
the country, with the championship concluding 
in September. 

We wish him well for the remaining races! 

European Badminton Success 
for Peter Briggs  

 
Representing England, Peter Briggs (L6) came 
third in the team event at the 6 nations        
tournament held 23 and 24 April in Denmark. 
 
Individually, he was the best performing English 
boy, reaching 3 quarter finals in the single, 
mixed and boys doubles. 

 
These results put him into the top 8 of Europe 
for all events. 
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JUNIORS NEWS 

Juniors Swimming Success! 

Following on from a highly successful ISA Midlands Division Swimming Gala in October, the school 
again excelled at the Nationals. NGS swimmers were again in the medals as Natalie Sharman 
picked up silver in her relay, and both Sam Thompson and Fraser Harrop gold in both medley and 
freestyle relays. Fraser won the silver in the individual freestyle and Sam completed his quartet of 
golds by winning both the individual butterfly and breaststroke races.  

On Thursday 7 May Junior pupils from J3 to J6 took part in the annual Swimming gala. 

Powerful swimmers and novices alike represented their houses by swimming magnificently and as 
always it was a thrilling event, with all to play for until the very last race.  

The favourites, Boughton, were beaten by Althorp by a mere one point in a nail biting finish… 

 Fresh from their success at the school gala two under 11 teams, boys and girls, made their way to 
Stowe School to compete in the prestigious Stowe Prep School Relays. Against strong competition 
from schools from the Midlands and the south, the boys’ team of Sam Thompson, Fraser Harrop, 
Luke Conyard and Struan Tait narrowly missed out on a bronze medal in the freestyle relay. With 
Tom Haynes replacing Luke in the medley relay the same fate befell them as a mere finger tip  
separated them from the bronze 

The afternoon belonged to the girls’ team of Connie Simons, Charlotte Grant Salmon, Isabella Grant 
Salmon and Natalie Sharman who, showing steely resolve, fought of the challenge of Akleywood 
and Warwick School to clinch the silver in both relays. 

JC 

Boughton house held a charity day on Friday 15th 
May in order to raise awareness of the vital role of 
Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air          
Ambulance.  The children took part in a number 
of events throughout the course of the day. These 
ranged from collecting old clothes for the          
organisation, wearing mufti, guess the name of 
the teddy, a colouring competition and a cake 
sale. All proceeds will be donated to the Air     
Ambulance. A big thank you to all who             
contributed! 

Air Ambulance Fundraising Food, Glorious Food! 
J1 visited Pizza Express as part of their topic 
'Food, Glorious, Food!'. A fun morning was had 
by all children who especially enjoyed donning 
chefs outfits and designing and making their 
own pizzas.  

The children found out how the food they used 
was grown and where it came from, along with 
some information about the history of pizzas. A 
fun-packed, educational morning! 
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 Pitsford Hall, Pitsford,  

Northamptonshire, NN6 9AX    

 Telephone 01604 880306    

       www.ngs-school.com  
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PITSFORD 

 

Please check the Internet School Message Board 
for amendments and fixtures.  

Dates for the Diary 
Mon 1 June  Term Starts 8.40am 

Mon 8 June Y7 Geography Trip to Dovedale 

Wed 10 June Y8 Trip to Walsingham 

Wed 17 June Juniors Moving up day 

  Induction day for new Year 7’s 

  Juniors Teddy Bears’ Picnic 

Fri 19 June Y10 Geography Trip to Peaks  

Wed 24 June  Y11 Introduction to Sixth Form  

  Juniors Sports Day 

Fri 26 June Juniors BBQ 

Thu 2 July Help 4 Heroes Road show  

Fri 3 July Senior School Sports Day 

  NGSPTA Summer Ball 

Sun 5 July Summer Fete 

Mon 6 July Juniors Prize Day 

Tue 7 July Senior School Speech Day 

  Party in the Park 

Wed 8 July Sixth Form Ball 

  Juniors Outing 

Thu 9 July Term Ends 

School Colours 2008-9 

The Headmaster is pleased to announce that  
the following School Colours have been 
awarded for 2008/9: 

 

 Full Colours 

Hannah Bingham (Sport) 

Peter Briggs (Sport) 

Rosie Dean (Drama, Music) 

Emily Harris (Drama, Sport) 

William Howell (Sport) 

Lucy Kitchen (Music) 

Wenliang (Kevin) Li (Music) 

Caitlin Smyth (Drama, Music) 

Elise Spiers (Drama, Music) 

 

Half Colours 

Emily Beaulieu (Sport) 

Francesca Bell (Drama, Music) 

Hannah Bingham (Drama) 

Maryanne Blowman (Drama) 

James Claypole (Sport) 

Damien Conyard (Sport) 

Emily Harris (Music) 

Curtis Hodgson (Drama) 

Sophie Lockhart (Drama, Music) 

Alexandra McArdle (Music) 

Charles Merry (Sport) 

Sean Reid (Sport) 

Simon Scott (Sport) 

Nicholas Smith (Drama) 

Elise Spiers (Sport) 

Robert Verrall (Drama, Sport) 

Tian He (Michael) Wu (Music) 

 


