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The Pitsfordian

Snow News, and Snowman Competition

| received 36 entries for the snowman and snow sculpture
competition, with entries ranging from traditional snowmen,
to snow animals, buildings and even a car!

Although it was a shame to close the School at the end of
last week, the feedback | have received from parents has
all been very positive and supportive of this decision. Given
it was also an inspection week, and the whole village
suffered a serious power cut, only added to the situation!

Clearly a lot of parents shared in the fun of our biggest
snowfall for many years, and it was very hard to pick
winners so | enlisted the help of several members of staff
to help select the best of a very strong field.

Pictures of the winners can be found on pages 5 and 6.

NRT

House of Lords Debate

On Friday 23rd January, sixteen members of the
Northamptonshire Grammar School Sixth Form took part
in a debate at the House of Lords. Following time-
honoured rules, they presented the pros and cons of
enlarging the European Union.

. i

i = ..:.,-t:-r‘,’ A “\ < £~ e, O

Baroness Hayman, said in her summing up, that they had spoken “extremely well”. English teacher,
and master i/c Debating, Chris Stanley said “It was a great experience and a confident performance
all round!”




County Success for NGS Athletes Lucky Thirteen

Thirteen of our athletes made it through to the County Schools Cross-Country Championships
at Abington Park on January 17 — and five of them have now won the right to wear the cov-
eted County sweatshirt.

In perfect running conditions, Hannah Reynolds and Lois Strowbridge in 6™ and 12th got us
off to a perfect start, both qualifying for the Anglian Schools trophy in Lincoln on 7" February.

Fraser Dalby soon joined them, finishing very strongly in 7" despite a fall on the way round.
Team-mates Luke Conyard and Archie Lascelles finished well up the field in 36" and 38™.
Their turn will come.
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Fraser Dalby, Luke Conyard and The start
Archie Lascelles ready to go!

Year 8/9 girls had a frustrating time of it. Helen Briggs was devastated to find herself at an
empty Racecourse — the wrong venue. (Note for next year: provide maps, Mr White.) Flora
Louden suffered an asthma attack on the last hill, and only Hannah Smith made it round in a
respectable 30",

County runner, Rob McArdle, had an off-day: success for him was simply finishing the course,
which he bravely did. For Charlie Bingham it was third time lucky. Having just missed out on
County selection twice before, he made it this time, looking strong in 16™ place. It must be all

that marathon training with his mother!

Rob Verrall, who had brought along what looked like a coach load of his supporters, found it
tough mixing it with the County’s best for the first time. Nevertheless, he ran manfully to finish
31%

District Champions, Sarah Ward and Maryanne Blowman, represented us in the Year 10/11
race (with qualifier, Abi Seward, out with injury). Maryanne acquitted herself well in 31 place
while English Schools runner Sarah qualified yet again as the first of the South Northants
runners, 7" overall.

It is always good to see our runners giving it everything. In fields of up to 59, all their perform-
ances are remarkable. Two athletes, however, especially caught my eye on the day: Charlie
Bingham because of his try,try,and,try again determination and Maryanne Blowman because
she overcame her own inner reluctance and was there at the start — and at the finish!

Thank you to all the parents for your support — and to Ms Garcia Claramonte and Mrs
Chacksfield for turning out to cheer on our athletes.
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Saints Kindly Give Free ECC
tickets to School

Northampton Saints RFC very kindly gave the
school some tickets for the last of their
European Challenge Cup Pool games v
Toulon, at Franklins Gardens, on Saturday 24
January.

Thirty lucky pupils (and some parents!), from
across the year groups at the School, together
with 12,029 other supporters watched two
halves of contrasting rugby, in unseasonably
sunny and warm conditions.

Leading 10-8 at half-time, 42 second-half
points were added by the Saints to send them
convincingly through to the quarter-finals of
the Challenge Cup, where they will face
Connacht at home on Saturday 11 April.

A big thank you to Sian Haynes, Head of
Community at Northampton Saints RFC for
organising the tickets, and we look forward to
welcoming them to our Rugby 7’s Tournament
on Saturday 21 March.

www.horthamptonsaints.co.uk

PTA Quiz and Chilli Night

The evening of Friday 30 January saw the keenly
awaited and hotly contested (!) annual PTA Quiz
and Chilli Night.

A capacity crowd, comprising teams made up of
pupils, parents, staff, family and friends were
challenged by questions such as “what were the
first names of the brothers Grimm?” and “in which
country is Timbuktu”, expertly posed by resident
quizmaster Callum Stoner.

Half time saw a fantastic selection of chillis ably
provided by the PTA committee, and a raffle was
held with all proceeds going to the Air Ambulance.

The quiz finished with the team led by Michelle
Lester winning comfortably, pushing the
Headmaster’s reigning Champions team to share
second place with the Bursar’s team, with the
majority following close behind.

Thanks to Isobella Spiers and all at the PTA
(Catherine Goold, Gaynor Eyles, Audrey Johnson,
Sarah Merry, Lisa Smith, Sue Hayton, Jackie
Conyard, Dee Seward, Sue Harrington, Lisa Judd,
and Ruth Bingham) for organising and running this
event.

Award for School Weather Station

The weather station's web site has just won
a four star award from the School Zone, the
online resource site for teachers. This is
their description of our site:

“This is the website for Pitsford Hall
weather station at Northamptonshire
Grammar School. There are links to a vari-
ety of pages relating to the weather in the
area. There is up-to-the-minute information
about temperatures, cloud amount and local
forecasts. | like the wind direction and
strength superimposed onto an aerial photo
of the town. A great website - showcasing
the talents of teachers working alongside the
local weather station.”

www.northantsweather.org.uk

Netball Results

21st Jan

U15 team beat Quinton House 23 — 2
Player of the Match: Emily Whitaker
U14 team lost to Quinton House 9 —-16
Player of the Match: Emma Fitton

U15 District Tournament - Third Place Overall
29th Jan

U12 team drew with Duston 8-8

Player of the Match: Alexandra Simons
U13 team beat Duston 12-7

Player of the Match: Lois Strowbridge




JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Kung Hei Fat Choy!

The Juniors celebrated Chinese New Year in typical style: the day itself (January 26) comprised
a variety of activities relating to the festival. Some of the Chinese students came to talk to the
children and showed them how to write their names in Chinese; J6 painted their names in large
Chinese symbols; J5 made tangrams of the Chinese zodiac and a lantern parade; J4 made con-
certina dragons and looked at Chinese Inventions; J3 wrote Chinese menus and acted the story
of how the years were named after animals. A stunning display in the lower building was
crowned by a dragon which each child took turns in colouring and KS1 displayed their work

around a magnificent dragon in the Upper Building.

At the end of the day was an assembly where each class related the activities they had taken part
in. As they left the Chapel each child was given a red envelope containing a chocolate coin for

luck and happiness in the coming year. It was a lovely day!

J4 & J5 Theatre Visit

On 14 January J4 and J5 went to the Birmingham Old
Rep Theatre to see Why the Whales Came by Michael
Morpurgo as part of their English studies.

It was an excellent production, despite having a cast of
four (who played at least two characters each) and only
one set.

The most memorable comment came from one child who
whispered! “They forgot the whale!” as he watched the
cast miming rolling a whale into the sea.

The children thoroughly enjoyed their visit and there were
even a few sniffles at the moving ending (though these
were mainly from the staff!)

National Space Centre Visit

J2 visited the National Space Centre
in Leicester on Friday 30 January, as
part of their work on this term’s topic,
“Stargazing”.

The pupils particularly enjoyed the
interactive hands-on displays, the
“Night and Day show” where they
learned about the Sun, Earth, Moon
and Constellations, and looking at the
Space rockets, satellites and
capsules.




Snowman Competition

Joint Winner Best Snowman Joint Winner Best Snowman (Family)

Ben Vrasmo Amelia Judd

Best Photographic Composition Best Snow Sculpture

Jayden Bird Archie Lascelles

Joint Winner Best Snow Building Joint Winner Best Snow Building

Adrian Moezzi Mark & Connie Westaway and Isaac Balcombe




Snowman Competition

Overall Winner (and Winner of Best Snow Animal!)

James and Harry Miller's Snow Dragon

PTA Laptop for Geography Trips

The Geography department is grateful for the
support of the School's PTA which recently
bought a laptop computer specifically for use
during GCSE and A level field trips.

ICT is now widely incorporated throughout the
School curriculum and this is certainly the case
in Geography with pupils learning to use
geographical information systems, access
data logging systems as well as the analysis
and interpretation of fieldwork data. The laptop
is also a valuable addition to the department's
resources allowing students to access the
Internet and network files in the classroom as
one of our A level pupils, Charles Lockhart, can
be seen doing, on the right.




Trip to Imperial War Museum

As part of their History Syllabus, the year 9's
travelled to the Imperial War Museum in South
London on Friday 16 January.

They were given a presentation by an ARP
warden on the Blitz and what it was like to live
under the bombing, and then experienced
being in a bomb shelter that was “hit”, with
realistic sound and vibrations!

They then viewed the principle Second World
War gallery, toured the “Children's War”
exhibition, which gave an (often moving)
insight into the life of evacuees, and had time
to visit a mock-up of a First World War
Trench.

Finally, there was just time to visit the
“Secret War” section, which featured SOE
operations and equipment, including Covert
Radio and other communications kit, greatly
enjoyed by Mr Tickle!

Charity “Readathon”

Years 7 and 8 are currently taking part in a
“Readathon” - an event in which they raise an
agreed sum for Children’s Charities from sponsors
per book that they read. Chris Stanley,
co-ordinating, said: “It's great on several fronts. It
encourages reading, it raises awareness of charity,
and it's great fun!”.

As a School, we have taken part in this scheme for
the last ten years, raising an average of £350 per
year.

Cafod Fundraising Success

The Year 10's have succeeded in raising their
target of £700 to build a new well in Africa for
the Charity CAFOD, and the Diocesan
Representative, Mr Frank Sudlow, will be
visiting the school next month to collect the
cheque on behalf of the charity.

Fundraising will now concentrate on providing
equipment and supplies to enable more
Children to attend school in our chosen com-
munity in Africa.

Last Year, over £1600 was raised by the
School, and we are proud to be continuing this
strong tradition of support for CAFOD.

www.cafod.org.uk/

National Essay Competition

Pupils from Years 8-10 have recently
submitted Essays to the Max Gate
Competition, a national event for schools,
where pupils write on ethical and narrative
topics, and are judged by year group.

The results will not be announced until April,
but we are hoping for some success, so watch
this space!

Sixth Form Magistrates Talk

The Sixth form were recently given a talk on the
history and role of Magistrates, presented by Mr
Ray Clifford of the Northampton Bench, ably
supported by our very own office manager, Mrs
Edwards (also a serving Magistrate).

This thought-provoking talk looked at both cause
and effect of some of the issues dealt with by
Magistrates in their day to day work, including
the prevalence of appearances from those from
broken homes, or with low educational
attainment. In addition, both Mr Clifford and Mrs
Edwards also gave an insight into some of their
own experiences in the role.




House Competitions

House Chess Competition starts Friday
12th February - 1.15pm Hesketh v Wake

House Debating Competition Friday 27
February - “This House would replace
teachers with computers” proposed by
Hesketh, opposed by Wake.

Wed 25 February
Fri 27 February
Wed 4 March
Tue 10 March

Wed 11 March

Sat 21 March

Wed 25 March

Fri 27 March

Dates for your Diary

Sixth Form Open Evening
J4 Assembly

Juniors French Theme Day

Squirrels, J1 & J2 Parents
Evening

L6 Sociology Conference

Wed18 - Fri 20 March  “The Boyfriend” Musical

5th Annual Pitsford Rugby
Sevens Tournament

Derngate Theatre.
Juniors D & T Day
Juniors Easter Egg Hunt
Seniors Lent Service

Term Ends

Please check the Internet School Message Board for

amendments and fixtures.

Clarion Call System

We are introducing a new system called
ClarionCall through which we can send a
text message to parents’ mobile phones,
record a voice message for parents or send
an e-mail.

This will prove a very useful tool when
there are significant changes to the normal
School day but, more importantly, an
invaluable and efficient method of contact-
ing parents quickly in the case of a real
School emergency.

White & Bishop Discount

All Parents and pupils at NGS can receive a
10% discount at outdoor clothing and

equipment retailer, White and Bishop. You can

either visit them at their stores in Northampton
and Rughby, or shop online at

www.e-outdoor.co.uk

Y7 trip to see BFG at Royal and
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