The Pitsfordian

Swanage Study

Year 11 geographers spent the start of the half term break
preparing for their coursework investigation in Swanage.

The group spent the first three days studying some of the
classic  scenery of Dorset's Jurassic coast including the
perfectly formed shell-like bay of Lulworth Cove, textbook
features like the natural arch of Durdle Door, Old Harry's
rocks, Studland Bay including its contrasting dune and heath
landscapes, Corfe Castle and its classic linear village and the
striking conflict between man and nature demonstrated by the
coastal defence works on Swanage beach.

The final day allowed the pupils to complete their own
fieldwork investigations and be rewarded with some
competitive ten-pin bowling in Poole.

As ever, we were grateful for the hospitality shown by our
hosts, Townsend Environmental Study Centre, who provided
an excellent home from home during our stay.

Juniors take the Reins!

For the first time NGS pupils from the Juniors have had the
opportunity to learn how to ride horses and, when the weather is
not so good, a little bit about stable management.

The pupils have excelled and are already able to walk and trot the
horses unaided and have even practised trotting over trotting
poles! Although some were a little apprehensive at first, they are
now all thoroughly enjoying the experience and their confidence
grows with each lesson!

Year 9's visit to see KES!

On 15 October Year 9 visited The Theatre Royal in Nottingham to see the matinee performance of ‘A
Kestrel for a Knave'. The novel, by British author Barry Hines, is studied in Year 9 as part of the
curriculum, and this was an ideal opportunity to see characters brought to life on stage.

Pupils were able to see comment on how the book has been adapted and altered in order to take it
professionally to the Stage; “Mr Sugden’s character was a lot different from what he was like in the
book, in the book he was quite funny but in the play he was very mean”. Another good observation
was how the production team had choreographed a dance scene with all dancers dressed as Billy, the
main character, in order to “represent Billy’s emotions”.

All of the pupils thoroughly enjoyed their theatre trip, finding it “very exciting”, “very funny” and
“enjoyable”.




Juniors New Library Books!

In September the Juniors held a very successful Book
Fair, with a wide range of children’s books, stickers,
pencils, posters and other treats on sale!

The number of books sold and money raised allowed
over £200 worth of new books to be donated to the
School’s library! Coffee and cookies were also available

to purchase, with all
Macmillan Cancer Research.

proceeds being donated to

Fire Brigade Visits the Juniors

Members of the Fire Brigade visited the Juniors this term
to teach them about the dangers of fire and the
importance of testing your smoke alarms! The Juniors
were asked to demonstrate how easy it was to check the
smoke alarms by becoming a battery and alarm
themselves!

A video about an alien who didn't listen to the warning
about playing with lighters, highlighted how destructive
and dangerous smoke and fire are.

The fire-fighters gave the Juniors some home work - to
go home and count the number of alarms and check that

they all work!

Debating Matters...

Our ESU team, Nick Peters
and Dan Delargy, competed
strongly in the West Midlands
section of this year’s
competition, proposing the
notion “This house believes
public exams are getting
easier.” Despite narrowly
losing to an experienced team from Warwick School,
we scored many points. Debating coach Chris
Stanley said 'We have a fine 6th Form squad now
who can only improve.” The same topic was debated
in assembly to show younger pupils what is possible.

Debating Matters... Join Us !

The Debating Society opened up the new year with
“This House believes that charity should start with
the Homeless.” Emily Harris and Caitlyn Smyth pro-
posed the motion and Michael Fenton and Will Law-
son opposed. Strong arguments were heard from
both sides and although the girls had the edge with
their presentation, the motion was lost.

The NGS Debating meets every Tuesday lunch
time in the Library. New motions provide excellent
practice for current and future teams.

The Festival of Light!

A special thank you to Mrs Radia, who joined
Key Stage 1 pupils to help them learn a little
bit more about Diwali, the Festival of Light.

Pupils tried on traditional outfits, made diva
lamps and coloured some rangoli patterns!

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

On 9 December the Upper Sixth and the
Lower Sixth pupils studying English will visit
the Novello Theatre in London to see 'Cat on
a Hot Tin Roof".

The performance, led by the great James
Earl Jones, promises to be both a great
theatrical experience and an opportunity to aid
exam coursework.




Cross Country results

Northamptonshire Grammar School took
part in the Inter-School Cross Country
Championship this term. Schools competing
included NSB, NSG, Unity, Duston, Moulton,
Kingsthorpe, The High School, Weston
Favel and Thomas Becket. We achieved
some fantastic results and hosted one of the
legs, providing hot and cold refreshments.
With thanks to the PTA and a well done to all
who took part!

Final League Positions:

8/9 Boys - 8th Girls - 3rd
6/7 Boys - 2nd*  Girls - 3rd
10/11 Boys - 4th* * Girls - 1st

*Fraser Dalby 1st overall in individual class

**second School after NSB A,B,C Teams

Military Boot Camp for Years 10 and 11

Pupils in Year 10 and 11
joined in a gruelling ‘boot
camp’ military style
session this term.

The session tested their
endurance and
motivation, pushing them
to their limits!

A personal trainer from

‘MotivBMe’ created a

non-stop work out, getting

the pupils to work as individuals and as part of a
team. The gruelling session was made up of a
combination of aerobic and flexibility exercises and
strength training.

ISA Swimming Championships
Juniors

On 10 November the Juniors took part in
the ISA Swimming Competition.

The Year 6 girls and Year 5 boys made a
fantastic group effort with some great
results. Out of 28 schools patrticipating, the
girls achieved 6th place overall with a 4th
place in the medley relay! The boys
achieved 5th place in the freestyle relay,
with Daniel Sharman finishing 4th in the
backstroke race and 5th in the freestyle
individual! Natalie Sharman also swam
well to finish in 4th position in the girls
individual relay race. Very well done to all
who participated and excellent team work!

Seniors

Due to illness we were only able to field
two of the four qualifiers for this gala.

Congratulations to Tim Broughton who
came third in the U15’'s front crawl and
third in the Butterfly race, and Fraser
Harrop who came third in the Year 7 boys
front crawl and second in the back stroke
races. Well done!

Bupa Junior Great North Run

Congratulations to Fraser Dalby
who competed in this year's Bupa
Junior Great North Run in the
9-11 age category.

Fraser completed the 3 mile
course and achieved a fantastic
and well deserved 6th place out
of 1057 competitors!

Senior Maths Challenge....

This year we had a record 40 A Level students taking
part in the Senior Maths Challenge. This is a very
difficult competition which is based on their
mathematical and problem solving skills rather than
anything they have learned. Questions are extremely
difficult and marks are deducted for incorrect answers.

Best in School: Qian Nie and Louis Wang

Gold, Silver and Bronze awards were given and con-
tributed towards House Points. For this Maths
Challenge Wake
achieved 89 points,
Hesketh 60 points and
Robinson 54 points.

0O

Points will be added to
the Intermediate and
Junior Challenges to
get an overall House
winner!




Fixture Results...

Rughy

Well done to the U9 team who played fantastic-
ally as a team and were only narrowly defeated
by Bilton Grange with a final score of BG 7,
NGS 5.

Well done to the Ul4 Rugby team who beat
Moulton School 33 - 29. Some solid set pieces
from the forwards gave backs go forward ball
and allowing Jon Mundy to score a hat-trick of
tries.

Man of the Match: Guy Stevens

The U15 Rugby team found it hard to compete
with Thomas Becket opposition but scored a
well worked try between Sam Goodall and Joe
Davison. The final score was 24 - 5 to Thomas
Becket.

Man of the Match: Alex Ly

Well done to the U1l3 Rugby team who beat
Thomas Becket 60 - 12. Tries were scored by

Will Dalby x 2
Harry Lamb x 2
Keiran Brian x 2
Luke Conyard and
Fraser Harrop

Harry Chipchase converted 7 out of 8
conversions and was made Man of the Match.

U16 Netball

The U16 team came in third, just one goal away
from taking the second position in their recent
District Tournament.

An excellent effort and very well done!

Netball

U14 v Quinton House 16 - 7

Fantastic team play with sharp shooting
U15 v Quinton House 11 - 10

A very close fought game

U18 v Guilsborough 20 - 22

Player of the Match: Amy Jane Westaway
Ul4 v NSG 8-2

Player of the Match: Flora Louden

U12 v Quinton House 9- 2

Player of the Match: Abigail Whittingham
U12 v NSG 7-2

Player of the Match: Ella Goodenough
U13 v NSG 6-5

Player of the Match: Laura Jane Bradley
U13 v Quinton House 14 - 4

Player of the Match: Lois Strowbridge

Year 9 Netball team played Quinton House’s Year
10 team and were only narrowly defeated with a
score of 12 - 8.

Player of the Match: Alex Simmons

Year 9 Netball team also played Quinton House’s
year 9 team and won 13 - 12. Player of the Match:
Hope Lewington

U18 Netball

The County Finals saw the team play a total of
seven games, winning two and narrowly losing
three with extremely promising play shown
throughout.

Sarah Ward and Emily Beaulieu proved
themselves as key defensive players keeping
goals against us to a minimum. Whilst at our end
Frankie Bell showed great movement in the circle
with Abi Seward linking central play and shooting
fluently.

With wonderful efforts from the whole team,
overall player of the tournament was Sarah Ward,
helping NGS finish fifth and leaving the team very
excited and optimistic about the coming season!




Dates for the Diary...
December
Tue 1l U14/15 Netball v NSG 3.30pm (a)
U14 Rugby v Quinton 2.30pm (h)
U6 Parents’ Evening
Wed 2 Snr Netball v Kingsthorpe 3.30pm (a)
U1l Rugby v Bilton Grange 2.30pm (@)
Thu 3 U12 Netball v Kingsthorpe 3.30pm (a)
Sixth Form Play in Library
Fri 4 Sixth Form Play in Library
Mon 7 Sixth Form EQP visit 3.20pm
Tue 8 Christmas Concert in Pitsford Hall
Wed 9 U16 Rugby v Bedford Modern 3pm (a)
Juniors Play Sq - J3 2.30pm
Juniors Play J4 - J6 4.30pm
Juniors Play J4 - J6 7pm
Fri 11 Juniors Christmas Lunch
Mon 14  Juniors Design and Technology day
Tue 15  Pitsford Run
Wed 16  Juniors Carol Service am
Senior School & VI Form Christmas Lunch
Senior Carol Service 3pm
Term End - Juniors 12noon, Seniors 4pm

Sun 20  Old Pitsfordians’ Rugby

Help for Heroes

NGSPTA raised a fantastic £280 for Help For
Heroes. Help For Heroes is an organisation
formed to help those who have been
wounded in Britain's current conflicts. The
money was raised during this year's Summer
Ball and fete. Thank you to all who worked
so hard on these events for your time and
commitment.

THANK YOU!

HNorthamptonshire Grammar School
for raising

£431.18
for Red Nose Day 2009

New Juniors Building Proposal Update

Planning permission has now been submitted
to Daventry County Council. We expect a
response by late January.

Discussions with the council, architects and
planners have so far been extremely positive.
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